BIO & CAREER HIGHLIGHTS

       Bob has just released his latest CD - Life on a Postcard. 

      Previous releases include: Love Songs for Bureaucrats (2000) One Candle Burning (1994; Levels of Survival (1991); and Beyond the Stars (1988) - available upon request.

      Bob's haunting cry for children refugees can be heard on "Tonight Is for Christmas", a collection of Christmas songs produced by Ottawa's Writer's Bloc.

      Bob's songs have been favourably compared to those of Bob Dylan, Jackson Browne, Gordon Lightfoot, Leonard Cohen and others.

      Bob has been 'the Christian to the Lions' for British Folk icon John Martyn and folk-rock pioneer Roger McGuinn and has shared the concert and workshop stage with Bruce Cockburn, Jane Siberry, Lynn Miles, Ian Tamblyn, and others.

      Bob was born in "Tax Town" aka Ottawa ("the only graveyard with street lights") - August 20 1947 - a Leo and a Pig (Chinese Astrology)....and as a "Baby-Boomer".

      Bob's first on-stage performance was an open-stage at The Wasteland Coffee House, Ottawa, ON - "some time in the sixties, man".

      Bob's first professional gig was at The Nozzle, Ottawa, ON, circa 1970.

      Bob's most recent performances have been: Rasputin's Café, Ottawa, ON, September 2005; the Vancouver East Cultural Centre, Vancouver, BC, 3 February, 2006 (CD Release Party).

      In-between, Bob has played at various festivals and venues - from The Foc'sle Tavern, Chester, NS, to officially launch The Lobster Party, to the stage of the National Arts Centre; Bob has also done various benefits - including for Greenpeace and for East Timor; and has appeared on television and radio. "Heck, I've even played at the opening of a general store, standing behind a canoe."

      In Ottawa, Bob was a founding member of both the Bytown Live Entertainment Association and Writer's Bloc.

      Bob is also an actor, a poet, and writer of short-stories, travelogs, and is "The Clobber" - a political/hockey analyst. (Please see other sections of this site for details and works.)

      Bob currently resides in Vancouver, BC, cheering on the Canucks while drinking lattes and listening to the falling rain.

 

 

 

 

CD NOTES AND REVIEWS

LIFE ON A POSTCARD (2006)

Every song, indeed the whole CD, is a postcard sent to a friend.

"It's REALLY GOOD.   I especially like the first (Sorrow in Your Heart) and last (Time and You), and especially the last.  I played that track in the van about six times in a row."  Peter Chapin, Producer (Beyond the Stars)

"I think your producer really caught your voice...and I have been playing Margaret (Sweetland Street) over and over in the car. My fave so far."  Ian Tamblyn, Producer (One Candle Burning, Levels of Survival)

"Like fine old wine, Bob's writing gets better the more time he spends on the planet.  This CD contains the best production values and performances to date." Terry Tufts, Singer-Songwriter

 

"(Bob's) voice sounds great and the overall sound is warm and soothing. I like track #4 (Sweetland Street) best right now..."  Chris MacLean, Singer-Songwriter

 

"Sounds great..." Charlie Sohmer, Singer-Songwriter

LOVE SONGS FOR BUREAUCRATS (2000)

Bob's first recording done in Vancouver, BC, featuring a whole new cast of musical characters and produced by Michael Friedman.

"..... the plainness of his melodies and delivery sometimes recalls that of Leonard Cohen, Bruce Cockburn, or Mark Knoppler. His lack of irony as a writer is refreshing, although the record is not without wit or edge. This release is filled with allusions to language stylists from John Keats to Joni Mitchell..... a pleasingly appropriate, if lower-key companion to Jackson Browne's Lawyers in Love." - Ken Eisner, The Georgia Straight, Vancouver, BC

"good quality songs .... I hear a flavour comparable with 

Ian Tamblyn... .....but also some slightly British influence from Nick Drake. ..... ...it's indeed a sunny summer album...." - Rein van den Berg, Realrootscafe, The Netherlands

ONE CANDLE BURNING (1994)

Produced by Ian Tamblyn.

'One Candle Burning" was voted the number one "local" release of the year and was also included in one reviewer's over-all Top 10 of the year - Ottawa X Press magazine, Ottawa, ON.

From the cowboy rodeo of the western prairie to a Belfast graveyard, form the mountains of Iraq to the sailing of the seven seas, Stark presents an eclectic mix of both geography and musical styles.  "Hopefully, this recording combines the best ingredients of my first two recordings. There is romance, tragedy, dreams and loss of dreams. Each song, however, contains one candle burning....life should never lose its sense of hope.

To date, there has been no recorded discovery of the bottle tossed into the Rideau Canal ("This Love for Thee").

"A brilliant piece of work" - Chopper McKinnon, CBC Radio/ "Canadian Spaces", CKCU-FM, Ottawa, ON

"The best material has a comforting familiarity, like an old folk song or lullabye. The country-flavoured 'Funny Old World' and the simple Celtic sing-along 'Irish Dust' are two such songs" - Lynn Saxberg, The Ottawa Citizen

"....the stirring 'Irish Dust' is a stand-out that puts U2's 'Sunday Bloody Sunday' to shame...this collection of subtle, heartfelt songs brings him a significant step closer to... (being)...amongst the best singer-songwriters on the Canadina circuit today." - Joe Reilly, Trans FM, Radio Carleton, Ottawa, ON.

"...a beautifully-rendered cache of contemplative materials which deserves to be taken to heart alongside the best works of Gordon Lightfoot and Stephen Fearing... (the album) is filled with uncommonly fine writing, songs which are able to simultaneously project intimate concerns of the heart on top of a compassionate world view....a coherent celebration of human dignity and forebearance...listening to 'One Candle Burning' is like hearing stories from a stranger on a long train journey - by the end of the trip, you're enriched and feeling a little less alone in the world." - Peter Schneider, Ottawa X Press magazine, Ottawa, ON.

"..a strong album of folk material that could find its way onto late night FM time slots..." - RPM magazine.

"..he has a full, rich voice, and the material is well-produced, with nicely crafted arrangements....in terms of lyrics, there is some angst, some optimism, some regret, some celebration. But in the end, Stark always leaves the candle burning." - Dirty Linen magazine.

 

LEVELS OF SURVIVAL (1991)

Produced by Ian Tamblyn.

"Stark's political statements are sometimes blunt. This could be overbearing, but it is not. Instead, he seduces the listener into the rhythm of his song writing. The structures are clean, well-honed, and economical. There's no flab."  **** - Evelyn Erskine, Ottawa Citizen

".... Stark...presents a set of cautionary tales about the hazards of the modern world in a non-preachy electric setting. I normally don't like this kind of song writing but Stark does such a good job of it and his music is so enjoyable, he's won me over. A nice set."  - Jim Lee, Dirty Linen Magazine

"....reveals a different side of Bob Stark, one that has returned to the roots of 60's protest music but with a bitter 90's edge."  - Sandra Abma, Performance, CBC Radio

"..a sense of quiet outrage..." - Kath Thompson, CHEZ-FM, Ottawa

"...a great album!" - Peter Schneider, Program Director, CKCU-FM, Ottawa, ON

"...prophetic lyrics." - Lynn Sloan, Trans FM magazine, Radio Carleton, Ottawa, ON

BEYOND THE STARS (1988)

Produced by Peter Chapin.

"..what impressed me most was the strength of the melodies."  - Steve Colwill, Music director, CHEZ-FM, Ottawa, ON

"real song writing depth" - Brian Perkins, Program Director, CHEQ-FM, Smith Falls, ON.

THE PERFORMER

 

"You are the most unique performer I have ever seen" - Patron, The Roxy, Ottawa, ON.

 

"The big musical surprise was Bob Stark who bowled everybody over. Stark far and wide was the male stand-out at the concert." - Ottawa Revue magazine, Ottawa, ON.

 

"Whenever I feel down and sad, I come to hear you play and you always make me feel better" - Patron, The Nozzle, Ottawa, ON

 

"Oh no don't do that.....please please play another sad song" - Patron, South Hill Candy Shop, Vancouver

 

"Bob (Stark)....will make you laugh, cry, and think" - Dean Verger, Rasputin's Café, Ottawa, ON 

 

"Bob could sing the telephone book directory listings and make people listen" - Ian Tamblyn, Singer-songwriter

 

"I'd just like to say - you're odd!" Patron, Rasputin's, Ottawa, ON

 

THE SONGWRITER

 

"One of Ottawa's most under-rated singer-songwriters..." - Ottawa Express, magazine, Ottawa, ON

 

From the wonderfully wacky mouthful children's song - "The Mouth Song" (unrecorded) - to the bitter political anger of "The 1990s" ('Levels of Survival') and to the gentle beauty of "Tous Les Matins" (One Candle Burning), Bob's repertoire is creative and diverse.

 

"Bob Stark is a singer-songwriter of immense talent, able to address the personal and global challenges that confront us all...... Never preachy, his songs of love and politics (and all points between) reveal Bob's love of folk, country, blues, and rock'n'roll" - Cultures Canada

 

A founding member of Ottawa's 'Writer's Bloc', Bob has led song writing workshops as well as song writing "sweatshops". He has the distinction of performing the very first nationally broadcast sweatshop song ("Don't Let'em Fool Ya") on CBC's "Musical Friends" with Mary Lynn Hammond (String Band). 

 

Bob subsequently has used the sweatshop technique to craft songs on diverse topics from Tiananmen Square to bull frogs. 

 

On his recent CD 'Life On A Postcard', the song "Sandboxes and Swings" was written at a sweatshop session Bob hosted at a Georgia Strait Guitar Workshop; the topic was "childhood".

 

"Stark is an excellent songwriter and he's a warm relaxed personality with some of the best between song patter I've ever heard" - Dave Mulholland, The Ottawa Citizen

 

"Bob creates spells as much as he writes songs" - Phil Jenkins, Author

 

"Consistently good song writing." - Northern Journey: A Guide to Canadian Folk Music.

 

 
